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little importance. It seems to have been, in all ages, the
pride of wit, to show how it could exalt the low, and
amplify the little. To speak not inadequately of things
really and naturally great, is a task not only difficult but
disagreeable; because the writer is degraded in his own
eyes, by standing in comparison with his subject, to which
he can hope to add nothing from his imagination: but it is
a perpetual triumph of fancy to expand a scanty theme, to
raise glittering ideas from obscure properties, and to pro-
duce to the world an object of wonder, to which nature
had contributed little. To this ambition, perhaps, we owe
the frogs of Homer, the gnat and the bees of Virgil, the
butterfly of Spenser, the shadow of Wowerus, and the
quincunx of Browne.

In the prosecution of this sport of fancy, he considers
every production of art and nature, in which he could find
any decussation or approaches to the form of a quincunx;
and, as a man once resolved upon ideal discoveries seldom
searches long in vain, he finds his favourite figure in almost
every thing, whether natural or invented, ancient or mo-
dern, rude or artificial, sacred or civil; so that a reader,
n6t watchful against the power of his infusions, would ima-
gine that decussation was the great business of the world,
and that nature and art had no other purpose than to
exemplify and imitate a quincunx.

To show the excellence of this figure, he enumerates all
its properties; and finds it in almost every thing of use or
pleasure: and to show how readily he supplies what he
cannot find, one instance may be sufficient: " though
therein," says he, " we meet not with right angles, yet
every rhombus containing four angles equal unto two right,
it virtually contains two right in every one."

The fanciful sports of great minds are never without
some advantage to knowledge. Browne has interspersed
many curious observations on the form of plants, and the
laws of vegetation; and appears to have,been a,very accu-
rate observer of the modes of germination, and to have
watched, with great nicety, the evolution of the parts of
plants from their seminal principles.